IS THERE A CHANGE
IN WOMEN'S OUTLOOK ?

At present, a Hindu woman can get a share, as of right by
birth, in the ancestral property of her father. Judicial decisions are
affirming the right of a woman to refuse to live with a husband whom
she does not like. Women's universities are being established.
Women are being appointed as judges and vice-chancellors.
Employment and educational opportunities for women are growing.
Women are winning gold medals in the fields of sports and education.
They are taking to different occupations in thousands. The idea
is gaining ground that these developments have brought about a
change in women's life. Is all this women's progress? Is there
a change in a woman's outlook ? If these questions are to be
answered, in one view of the matter one has to say 'yss'- In another
view of the matter the reply is 'No'. This means that on close critical
self-examination we have come to the conclusion that there has been
no fundamental change in women's life today. No doubt there is
a change in the form and manner. Therefore, we dare not proclaim
that there is a change. We can take the eve of Independence of
ogr country as the watershed. We got out independence fortyseven
years %ago. Fortyfour year have elapsed after the framing .of the
Constitution. From that time onwards three different view points have
prevailed. According to some viewpoints a woman is man's property.
Some proclaim that she is not entitled to a status equal to man.
It is not uncommon to come across persons who cherish the view
that a man and woman are equal.

Many instances can be given to substantiate the proposition
of lack of fundamental change in a woman's life. When a father
gives away a daughter in marriage to the bridegroom, in fact, he
is transferring his right of control over the daughter to her husband.
That is how the husband has acquired the right to demand that the
wife should live with him at his place of residence. Yet another
instance is striking. It is the woman that bears the child for full nine
months and gives birth to ft. In spite of this, that father becomes
guardian of the child, the mother is nowhere in the picture- Thus,
the brinctole of eoualitv is set at naught. We are conversant with